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LIFE AND DEATH. 

A variety of questions naturally arise in the mind, 
looking at the first of the two pictures here presented 
— the "Confession," by Ludwig Passini. What is it, 
about which the lady says " Mea culpa/" with such 
a gesture of the outstretched hands? Is she Donna 
Inez, with Don Sancho for a husband, five-and- 
twenty years older than herself, and thus necessarily 



THE STILLNESS OF DEATH. — Carl Hoff. 

not the most gamesome of gallants ? And has Don 
Felix, handsomest youth of the region, and gay as 
handsome, been winking and flirting with the senora? 
— perhaps even to the extent of squeezing her hand ? 
What could be more admirable than the rendering of 
the severe yet half-amused attention with which the 
holy father listens to the recital of enormities so for- 
eign to his nature and sympathies ? 

A story even more effectively conveyed is that of 



the " Stillness of Death," by Carl Hoff. Nothing can 
be more solemnly appropriate than all the belong- 
ings of the room, from the sombre old furniture to 
the half-drawn curtains of the bed ; the faces of the 
bereaved are equally varied and appropriate in their 
expressions of awe-struck grief. But the master 
hand shows most powerfully in the conviction of the 
awful presence of death without a single disclosure of 
the merely physical manifestation. 



